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ones. It will connect people with their 
jobs and businesses. 

I will spend pretty much every day, 
and my staff will too, making sure that 
our State gets its fair share of this in-
vestment and these jobs. 

If you believe in the dignity of work, 
you fight for the people who make this 
country work. We are seeing results. 

On Wednesday, the mayor of Findlay 
and I were talking about the Biden ad-
ministration’s announcement of $100 
million in initial bridge funding al-
ready on the way to Ohio. That focus 
will continue. 

We are doing roundtables. We are 
doing briefings with Federal officials, 
with local township trustees and coun-
ty officials and mayors and city offi-
cials and State officials, talking about 
how they can apply for Federal fund-
ing, and to make sure communities are 
best positioned to make the most of 
this infrastructure. 

Our goal is to leverage this invest-
ment to create jobs in every city, in 
every county, in every township across 
my great State. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Ohio. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider the following nomination: 
Calendar No. 638, Joseph Donnelly, of 
Indiana, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Holy 
See; that the Senate vote on the nomi-
nation without intervening action or 
debate; that the motion to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; that any statements related to 
the nomination be printed in the 
RECORD; and that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the nomination of 
Joseph Donnelly, of Indiana, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Holy See? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider the following nominations: All 
nominations placed on the Secretary’s 
desk in the Foreign Service; that the 
nominations be confirmed en bloc; that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with 
no intervening action or debate; that 
no further motions be in order to the 
nominations; and that the President be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows: 

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S 
DESK 

IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
PN480–2 FOREIGN SERVICE nomination of 

Leon Skarshinski, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of April 27, 2021. 

PN903 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations (2) 
beginning John Breidenstine, and ending Mi-
chael Lally, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of July 19, 2021. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER S. 
RES. 27 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to print the fol-
lowing letters in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC. 
To the Secretary of the Senate: 

PN1501, the nomination of Dale E. Ho, of 
New York, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of New York, 
having been referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, the Committee, with a 
quorum present, has voted on the nomina-
tion as follows— 

(1) on the question of reporting the nomi-
nation favorably with the recommendation 
that the nomination be confirmed, 11 ayes to 
11 noes; and 

In accordance with section 3, paragraph 
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I 
hereby give notice that the Committee has 
not reported the nomination because of a tie 
vote, and ask that this notice be printed in 
the Record pursuant to the resolution. 

RICHARD J. DURBIN. 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC. 
To the Secretary of the Senate: 

PN1509, the nomination of Charlotte N. 
Sweeney, of Colorado, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Colorado, 
having been referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, the Committee, with a 
quorum present, has voted on the nomina-
tion as follows— 

(1) on the question of reporting the nomi-
nation favorably with the recommendation 
that the nomination be confirmed, 11 ayes to 
11 noes; and 

In accordance with section 3, paragraph 
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I 
hereby give notice that the Committee has 
not reported the nomination because of a tie 
vote, and ask that this notice be printed in 
the Record pursuant to the resolution. 

RICHARD J. DURBIN. 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC. 
To the Secretary of the Senate: 

PN1512, the nomination of Hernan D. Vera, 
of California, to be United States District 
Judge for the Central District of California, 
having been referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, the Committee, with a 
quorum present, has voted on the nomina-
tion as follows— 

(1) on the question of reporting the nomi-
nation favorably with the recommendation 
that the nomination be confirmed, 11 ayes to 
11 noes; and 

In accordance with section 3, paragraph 
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I 
hereby give notice that the Committee has 
not reported the nomination because of a tie 
vote, and ask that this notice be printed in 
the Record pursuant to the resolution. 

RICHARD J. DURBIN. 

(At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, had I 
been present when the Senate voted on 
vote No. 11 on confirmation of Execu-
tive Calendar No. 635 Holly A. Thomas, 
of California, to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit, I 
would have voted aye.∑ 

f 

COVID–19 VACCINES 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, as our 
Nation battles another wave of COVID– 
19, I want to detail my efforts to lower 
barriers for Americans to access life-
saving vaccinations against this ter-
rible disease. 

The Special Committee on Aging’s 
investigation forced the largest com-
mercial health insurer in the United 
States to reverse course and make 
whole providers who were paid far 
below the market rate for admin-
istering COVID–19 vaccines. These ef-
forts will help ensure that every pro-
vider who can administer COVID–19 
vaccines is doing so, helping get more 
shots in arms. 

Last year, news reports detailed how 
UnitedHealth had been shortchanging 
pediatricians who were vaccinating 
children against COVID–19. In short, 
Medicare set reimbursement rates for 
participating providers at $40 per dose 
in mid-March 2021. The Federal Gov-
ernment strongly recommended that 
private carriers do the same and most 
appear to have done so within weeks, 
but UnitedHealth did not. 

The committee’s investigation found 
that UnitedHealth paid in-network pro-
viders roughly 40 percent below the 
Medicare rate until July 1, 2021. Fur-
ther, the company delayed action to 
make providers whole. During the in-
vestigation, pediatricians in Pennsyl-
vania and beyond raised concerns that 
UnitedHealth’s original reimbursement 
rate could dissuade providers from ad-
ministering the vaccine. 

UnitedHealth covers 26 million peo-
ple in employer and individual market 
health insurance plans, with 1.4 million 
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